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GENERAL INFORMATION 
   

A0. Respondent Information (Not for Publication) 

Name: Carlie D. VanWilligen 

Title: Director of Institutional Research 

Office: Office of Analytics and Institutional Research 

Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country: 1103 Park Street, #116, Grinnell, Iowa 50112, USA 

Phone: 641-269-4307 

Fax: 641-269-4937 

E-mail Address: vanwilli@grinnell.edu 

Are your responses to the CDS posted for reference on your institution’s Web site?      ☒ Yes տ No 

If yes, please provide the URL of the corresponding Web page: 

https://www.grinnell.edu/about/leadership/offices-services/institutional-research/common-
data-set 

 

A0A. We invite you to indicate if there are items on the CDS for which you cannot use the requested analytic convention, 

cannot provide data for the cohort requested, whose methodology is unclear, or about which you have questions or 

comments in general. This information will not be published but will help the publishers further refine CDS items. 

A1. Address Information 

Name of College or University: Grinnell College 

Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country: 1227 Park Street, 1st Floor, Grinnell, IA 50112  

Street Address (if different), City/State/Zip/Country: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Main Phone Number: 641-269-4000 

WWW Home Page Address: www.grinnell.edu 

Admissions Phone Number: 641-269-3600 

Admissions Toll-free Number: 1-800-247-0113 

Admissions Office Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country: 1227 Park Street, 1st Floor, Grinnell, IA 50112-1690 

Admissions Fax Number: 641-269-4800 

Admissions E-mail Address: admission@grinnell.edu 

If there is a separate URL for your school’s online application, please specify: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

տ Proprietary 

 

A3. Classify your undergraduate institution: 

☒ Coeducational college 

տ Men’s college 

տ Women’s college  
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A4. Academic year calendar 

✓ If your academic year has changed because of the COVID-19 pandemic, please indicate as other below. 

☒ Semester  

☐ 4-1-4 

տ Quarter 

տ Continuous 

տ Trimester 

տ Differs by program (describe): Click or tap here to 

enter text.  

☐ Other (describe):Click or tap here to enter text. 

A5. Degrees offered by your institution

 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
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FULL-TIME PART-TIME 

Men Women 
Another 

Gender 
Men Women 

Another
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B3. Persistence 

Number of degrees awarded by your institution from July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2022. 

AWARD TYPE # AWARDED 

Certificate/diploma:  

Associate degrees:  

Bachelor’s degrees: 401 

Post-bachelor’s certificates:  

Master’s degrees:  

Post-master’s certificates:  

Doctoral degrees – research/scholarship:  

Doctoral degrees – professional practice:  

Doctoral degrees – other:  
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B4-B21: Graduation Rates 

The items in this section correspond to data elements collected by the IPEDS Web-based Data Collection System’s 

Graduation Rate Survey (GRS). 

 

✓ 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data/survey-components/9/graduation-rates
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 Recipients of a 

Federal Pell 

Grant 

Recipients of a 

Subsidized 

Stafford Loan 

who did not 

receive a Pell 

Grant 

Students who 

did not receive 

either a Pell 

Grant or a 

subsidized 

Stafford Loan 

Total  

 

(sum of 3 

columns to the 

left) 

E 

Of the initial 2016 cohort, how many 

completed the program in more than four 

years but in five years or less (after Aug. 31, 

2020 and by Aug. 31, 2021) 

2 6 7 

 

15 

 

F 

Of the initial 2016 cohort, how many 

completed the program in more than five 

years but in six years or less (after Aug. 31, 

2021 and by Aug. 31, 2022) 

0 1 1 2 

G 
Total graduating within six years (sum of 

lines D, E, and F) 
69 93 203 365 

H 
Six-year graduation rate for 2016 cohort (G 

divided by C) 
90% 89% 88% 88% 

 

  



Common Data Set 2022-2023 

 

Fall 2015 Cohort 

 

 Recipients of a 

Federal Pell 

Grant 

Recipients of a 

Subsidized 

Stafford Loan 

who did not 

receive a Pell 

Grant 

Students who 

did not receive 

either a Pell 

Grant or a 

subsidized 

Stafford Loan 
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B22. Retention Rates 

Report for the cohort of all 12 ID 
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C. FIRST-TIME, FIRST-YEAR ADMISSION 
 

C1-C2: Applications 
 

C1. First-time, first-year students: Provide the number of degree-seeking, first-time, first-year students who applied, were 

admitted, and enrolled (full- or part-time) in Fall 2022.  

 

✓ Include early decision, early action, and students who began studies during summer in this cohort. 

 

✓ Applicants should include only those students who fulfilled the requirements for consideration for admission (i.e., 

who completed actionable applications) and who have been notified of one of the following actions: admission, non-

admission, placement on waiting list, or application withdrawn (by applicant or institution).  

 

✓ Admitted applicants should include wait-listed students who were subsequently offered admission. 

 

✓ Since the total may include students who did not provide gender data, the detail need not sum to the total. 

 

✓ If your institution collects and reports non-binary gender data, please use the “Another Gender” category.  

 

✓ Note that recent high school graduates and other students without prior postsecondary experience will still be 

considered “first
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 If yes, please answer the questions below for Fall 2022 admissions: 

 

WAITING LIST TOTAL 

Number of qualified applicants offered a place on waiting list: 2699 

Number accepting a place on the waiting list: 1426 

Number of wait-listed students admitted: 58 

 

Is your waiting list ranked?    տ Yes    ☒ No 

 

 If yes, do you release that information to students? ☐ Yes    տ No 

 

 Do you release that information to school counselors?  տ Yes    տ No 
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C3-C5: Admission Requirements 
 

C3. High school completion requirement 

 

Check the appropriate box to identify your high school completion requirement for degree-seeking entering students:  

 

☒ High school diploma is required and GED is accepted 

տ High school diploma is required and GED is not accepted 

տ High school diploma or equivalent is not required 

 

C4. Does your institution require or recommend a general college-preparatory program for degree-seeking students? 

 

տ Require 

☒ Recommend 

տ Neither require nor recommend 

 

C5. Distribution of high school units required and/or recommended. Specify the distribution of academic high school 

course units required and/or recommended of all or most degree-seeking students using Carnegie units (one unit equals 

one year of study or its equivalent). If you use a different system for calculating units, please convert. 

 

 Units Required Units Recommended 

Total academic units   

English  4 

Mathematics  4 

Science  3 

    Of these, units that must be lab  3 

Foreign language  3 

Social studies  3 

History  3 

Academic electives   

Computer Science   

Visual/Performing Arts   

Other (specify)   
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C6-C7: Basis for Selection 
 

C6. Do you have an open admission policy, under which virtually all secondary school graduates or students with GED 

equivalency diplomas are admitted without regard to academic record, test scores, or other qualifications? 

 

If so, check which applies: 

 

☐ Open admission policy as described above for all students 

Open admission policy as described above for most students, but 

տ Selective admission for out-of-state students 

տ Selective admission to some programs 

տ Other (explain): 

C7. Relative importance of each of the following academic and nonacademic factors in your first-time, first-year, 

degree-seeking general (not including programs with specific criteria) admission decisions.  
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Please provide additional information if the importance of any specific academic or nonacademic 

factors differ by academic program. 
 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

C8: SAT and ACT Policies 

Entrance exams  

 

Does your institution make use of SAT, ACT, or SAT Subject Test scores in admission decisions for first-time, first-year, 

degree-seeking applicants:  

 ☒ Yes     տ No 

 

If yes, place check marks in the appropriate boxes below to reflect your institution’s policies for use in admission for Fall 

2023. 

 Require Recommend Require for 

Some 

Consider if 

Submitted 

Not 

Considered 

SAT or ACT ☒ տ տ տ տ 

ACT Only տ տ տ տ տ 

SAT Only տ տ տ տ տ 

 

C8B. Has been removed from the CDS. 

C8C. Has been removed from the CDS. 

 

D. In addition, does your institution use applicants' test scores for academic advising? 

 

☐ Yes     ☒ No 

 

E. Latest date by which SAT or ACT scores must be received for fall-term admission: 

 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 Latest date by which SAT Subject Test scores must be received for fall-term admission: 

 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

F. If necessary, use this space to clarify your test policies (e.g., if tests are recommended for some students, or if tests are not 

required of some students due to differences by academic program, student academic background, or if other examinations 

may be considered in lieu of the SAT and ACT.) 

 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 
G. Please indicate which tests your institution uses for placement (e.g., state tests): 

 

☐ SAT 

☐ ACT 

☐ AP 

☐ CLEP 

☐ Institutional Exam 

☐ State Exam (specify): Click or tap here to enter text. 
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C9-C12: First-time, first-year Profile  
 

Provide information for ALL enrolled, degree-seeking, full-time and part-time, first-time, first-year students enrolled in 

Fall 2022, including students who began studies during summer, international students/nonresidents, and students admitted 

under special arrangements. 

 
C9. Percent and number of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2022 who submitted national standardized 

(SAT/ACT) test scores. 
 

✓ Include information for ALL enrolled, degree-seeking, first-time, first-year students who submitted test scores. 

 

✓ Do not include partial test scores (e.g., mathematics scores but not critical reading for a category of students) or 

combine other standardized test results (such as TOEFL) in this item. 

 

✓ Do not convert SAT scores to ACT scores and vice versa. 

 

✓ If a student submitted multiple sets of scores for a single test, report this information according to how you use the 

data. For example: 

 

• If you consider the highest scores from either submission, use the highest combination of scores (e.g., verbal from 

one submission, math from the other). 

 

• If you average the scores, use the average to report the scores. 

 

 Percent Number 
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Percent of first-time, first-year students with scores in each range: 

Score Range 
SAT Evidence-Based 

Reading and Writing 
SAT Math 

700-800 69.4% 83.5% 

600-699 29.8% 16.5% 

500-599 0.8%  

400-499   

300-399   

200-299   

 100% 100% 

 

 

Score Range SAT Composite 

1400-1600  

1200-1399 
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C13-C20: Admission Policies 

C13. Application fee 

 

✓ If your institution has waived its application fee for the Fall 2022 admission cycle please select no. 

Does your institution have an application fee? տ Yes ☒ No 

 

Amount of application fee: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Can it be waived for applicants with financial need? տ Yes տ No 

 

If you have an application fee and an on-line application option, please indicate policy for students who apply on-line: 

տ Same Fee 

տ Free 

տ Reduced 

 

Can on-line application fee be waived for applicants with financial need? տ Yes տ No 

 
C14. Application closing date 

Does your institution have an application closing date? ☒ Yes տ No 

 Date 

Application closing date (fall) 1/15 

Priority Date  

C15. Are first-time, first-year students accepted for terms other than the fall? տ Yes ☒ No 

 

C16. Notification to applicants of admission decision sent (fill in one only) 

☐ On a rolling basis beginning (date): Click or tap here to enter text. 

☒ By (date): 4/1 

☐ Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 

C17.  Reply policy for admitted applicants (fill in one only) 

☐ Must reply by (date): Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ No set date 

☐ Must reply by May 1st or within Click or tap here to enter text. weeks if notified thereafter 

☐ Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Deadline for housing deposit (MMDD): Click or tap here to enter text. 

Amount of housing deposit: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

Refundable if student does not enroll? 

☐ Yes, in full 

☐ Yes, in part 

☐ No 
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D. TRANSFER ADMISSION 
 

D1-D2: Fall Applicants 

D1. Does your institution enroll transfer students?  ☒ Yes տ No 
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F. STUDENT LIFE 

F1. Percentages of first-time, first-year degree-seeking students and degree-seeking undergraduates enrolled in Fall 

2022 who fit the following categories: 

 

F2. Activities offered Identify those programs available at your institution. 

☒ Campus Ministries 

☒ Literary magazine 

☒ Radio station 

☒ Choral groups 

☐ Marching band 

☒ Student government 

☒ Concert band 

☒ Model UN 

☒ Student newspaper 

☒ Dance 

☒ Music ensembles 

☒ Student-run film society 

☒ Drama/theater 

☒ Musical theater 

☒ Symphony orchestra 

☒ International Student Organization 

☐ Opera 

☐ Television station 

☒ Jazz band 

☐ Pep band 

☒ Yearbook 

 

F3. ROTC (program offered in cooperation with Reserve Officers’ Training Corps) 

 

 Army ROTC is offered: 

☐ On campus 

☐ At cooperating institution (name): Click or tap here to enter text. 

Naval ROTC is offered: 

 
First-time, first-

year students 
Undergraduates 
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☐ Marine Option 

տ On campus 

☐ At cooperating institution (name): Click or tap here to enter text. 

Air Force ROTC is offered: 

☐ On campus 

☐ At cooperating institution (name): Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

F4. Housing: Check all types of college-owned, -operated, or -affiliated housing available for undergraduates at your 

institution. 

☒ Coed residence halls 

☐ Special housing for international students 

տ Men’s residence halls 

տ Fraternity/sorority housing 

տ Women’s residence halls 

☒ Cooperative housing 

տ Apartments for married students 

☒ Theme housing 

տ Apartments for single students 

☒ Wellness Housing 

տ Living Learning Communities 

☒ Special housing for disabled students 

☐ Other housing options (specify): Click or tap here to enter text. 
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G. ANNUAL EXPENSES 
 

G0. Please provide the URL of your institution’s net price calculator: 

 

 https://www.grinnell.edu/admission/financial-aid/estimate-aid 
 

Provide 2023-2024 academic year costs of attendance for the following categories that are applicable to your 

institution. 

 

☐ Check here if your institution's 2023-2024 academic year costs of attendance are not available at this time and provide an 

approximate date (i.e., month/day) when your institution's final 2023-2024 academic year costs of attendance will be 

available: 

 

 Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

G1. Undergraduate full-time tuition, required fees, room and board 

  

List the typical tuition, required fees, and room and board for a full-time undergraduate student for the FULL 2023-2024 
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G2. Number of credits per term a student can take for the stated full-time tuition. 

 

Minimum:  12   

 

Maximum: 16 

 

G3. Do tuition and fees vary by year of study (e.g., sophomore, junior, senior)? 

 

 ☐ Yes    ☒ No 

 

G4. Do tuition and fees vary by undergraduate instructional program? 

 

 ☐ Yes    ☒ No 

 

 If yes, what percentage of full-time undergraduates pay more than the tuition and fees reported in G1? 

 

 Click or tap here to enter text.% 

 

G5. Provide the estimated expenses for a typical full-time undergraduate student: 

 

 
Residents 

Commuters 

(living at home) 

Commuters 

(not living at home) 

Books and supplies: $900 $900  

Room only:    

Board only:    

Room and board total*    

Transportation: $1,100 $1,100 $1,100 

Other expenses: $1,100 $1,100 $1,100 

 

* If your college cannot provide separate room and board figures for commuters not living at home 

 

G6. Undergraduate per-credit-hour charges (tuition only):  

 

PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS: 2,011 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS:  

In-district:  

 In-state (out-of-district):  

 Out-of-state:  

NONRESIDENTS:  
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H. FINANCIAL AID 
 

Please refer to the following financial aid definitions when completing Section H. 
 

Awarded aid: The dollar amounts offered to financial aid applicants. 

 

Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of the institutionally required financial aid applications/forms, 

such as the FAFSA.  

 

Indebtedness: Aggregate dollar amount borrowed through any loan program (federal, state, subsidized, unsubsidized, private, 

etc.; excluding parent loans) while the student was enrolled at an institution. Student loans co-signed by a parent are assumed 

to be the responsibility of the student and should be included. 

 

Institutional scholarships and grants: Endowed scholarships, annual gifts and tuition funded grants for which the institution 

determines the recipient. 

 

Financial need: As determined by your institution using the federal methodology and/or your institution's own standards.  

 

Need-based aid: College-funded or college-administered award from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a 

student must have financial need to qualify. This includes both institutional and non-institutional student aid (grants, jobs, and 

loans). 

 

Need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a 

student must have financial need to qualify. 

 

Need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a student must 

demonstrate financial need to qualify. 

 

Non-need-Tm

0 g

0 G

[(s)-10(c)-5(h)6(ol)3(ar)-5(s)-10(h)6(ip)9( )-24(or)-5( )-24(g)25(r)-5(an)6(t)]- of
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Aid Awarded to Enrolled Undergraduates 
 

H1. Enter total dollar amounts awarded to enrolled full-time and less than full-time degree-seeking undergraduates (using 

the same cohort reported in CDS Question B1, “total degree-seeking” undergraduates) in the following categories. 

✓ If the data being reported are final figures for the 2021-2022 academic year (see the next item below), use the 2021-

2022 academic year's CDS Question B1 cohort. 

✓ Include aid awarded to international students (i.e., those not qualifying for federal aid).  

✓ Aid that is non-need-based but that was used to meet need should be reported in the need-based aid column.  

✓ For a suggested order of precedence in assigning categories of aid to cover need, see the entry for “non-need-based 

scholarship or grant aid” on the last page of the definitions section. 

✓ Do NOT include any aid relate
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H5. Number and percent of students in class (defined in H4 above) borrowing from federal, non-federal, and any loan 

sources, and the average (or mean) amount borrowed. 

• The “Average per-undergraduate-borrower cumulative principal borrowed,” is designed to provide better information 

about student borrowing from federal and nonfederal (institutional, state, commercial) sources.  

• The numbers, percentages, and averages for each row should be based only on the loan source specified for the 

particular row. For example, the federal loans average (row b) should only be the cumulative average of federal loans 

and the private loans average (row e) should only be the cumulative average of private loans.  

  

 Source/Type of Loan 

Number in the 

class (defined in 

H4 above) who 

borrowed from 

the types of loans 

specified in the 

first column 

Percent of the 

class (defined 

above) who 

borrowed from 

the types of loans 

specified in the 

first column 

(nearest 1%) 

Average per-

undergraduate-

borrower cumulative 

principal borrowed 

from the types of 

loans specified in the 

first column (nearest 

$1) 

A 

Any loan program: Federal Perkins, Federal 

Stafford Subsidized and Unsubsidized, 

institutional, state, private loans that your 

institution is aware of, etc. Include both 

Federal Direct Student Loans and Federal 

Family Education Loans. 

222 55% $14,738 

B 

Federal loan programs: Federal Perkins, 

Federal Stafford Subsidized and 

Unsubsidized. Include both Federal Direct 

Student Loans and Federal Family Education 

Loans. 

188 47% $11,827 

C Institutional loan programs. 72 18% $8,266 

D State loan programs. 1 
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 $10,968,725 

 

H7. Check off all financial aid forms nonresident first-year financial aid applicants must submit: 

☐ Institution’s own financial aid form 

☒ CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE 

☐ International Student’s Financial Aid Application 

☒ International Student’s Certification of Finances 

☐ Other: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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H13. Need Based Scholarships and Grants 

☒ Federal Pell 

☒ SEOG 

☒ State scholarships/grants 

☒ Private Scholarships 

☒ College/university scholarship or grant aid from institutional funds 

☐ United Negro College Fund 

☐ Federal Nursing Scholarship 

☐ Other (specify): Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

 

H14. Check off criteria used in awarding institutional aid. Check all that apply. 

 

 Non-Need Based Need-Based 

Academics ☒ ☐ 

Alumni affiliation ☐ ☐ 

Art ☐ ☐ 

Athletics ☐ ☐ 

Job skills ☐ ☐ 

ROTC ☐  

Leadership ☐ ☐ 

Minority status ☐ ☐ 

Music/drama ☐ ☐ 

Religious affiliation ☐ ☐ 

State/district residency ☐ ☐ 

 

H15. If your institution has recently implemented any major financial aid policy, program, or initiative to make your institution 

more 
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J.  Disciplinary areas of DEGREES CONFERRED 
 

Degrees conferred between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022 

 

For each of the following discipline areas, provide the percentage of diplomas/certificates, associate, and bachelor’s degrees 

awarded. To determine the percentage, use majors, not headcount (e.g., students with one degree but a double major will be 

represented twice). Calculate the percentage from your institution’s IPEDS Completions by using the sum of 1st and 2nd majors 

for each CIP code as the numerator and the sum of the Grand Total by 1st Majors and the Grand Total by 2nd major as the 

denominator. If you prefer, you can compute the percentages using 1st majors only. 

 

Category 
Diploma/ 

Certificates 
Associate Bachelor’s 
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Category 
Diploma/ 

Certificates 
Associate Bachelor’s 

CIP 2020 

Categories 

to Include 

Public administration and social services    44 
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Common Data Set Definitions 
 
 All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document. 

 

 Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on the CDS document but may 

be present on individual publishers’ surveys.  

 

 Additional guidance for some terms, particularly those common with the IPEDS survey, may be found here:  

https://surveys.nces.ed.gov/ipeds/public/glossary 

 

*Academic advisement: Plan under which each student is assigned to a faculty member or a trained adviser, who, through regular meetings, 

helps the student plan and implement immediate and long-term academic and vocational goals. 

Accelerated program: Completion of a college program of study in fewer than the usual number of years, most often by attending summer 

sessions and carrying extra courses during the regular academic term. 

Admitted student: Applicant who is offered admission to a degree-granting program at your institution. 

 

*Adult student services: Admission assistance, support, orientation, and other services expressly for adults who have started college for the 

first time, or who are re-entering after a lapse of a few years. 

American Indian or Alaska Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including Central 

America) and maintaining tribal affiliation or community attachment. 

Applicant (first-time, first year): An individual who has fulfilled the institution’s requirements to be considered for admission (including 

payment or waiving of the application fee, if any) and who has been notified of one of the following actions: admission, nonadmission, 
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College-preparatory program: Courses in academic subjects (English, history and social studies, foreign languages, mathematics, science, 

and the arts) that stress preparation for college or university study.  

Common Application: The standard application form distributed by the National Association of Secondary School Principals for a large 

number of private colleges who are members of the Common Application Group.  

*Community service program: Referral center for students wishing to perform volunteer work in the community or participate in volunteer 

activities coordinated by academic departments. 

Commuter: A student who lives off campus in housing that is not owned by, operated by, or affiliated with the college. This category 

includes students who commute from home and students who have moved to the area to attend college.  

Comprehensive transition and postsecondary program for students with intellectual disabilities: Programs designed to support 

postsecondary students with intellectual disabilities obtain instruction in academic, career and technical, and independent living  subjects in 

preparation for employment. 

Clock hour: A unit of measure that represents an hour of scheduled instruction given to students. Also referred to as contact hour. 

Continuous basis (for program enrollment): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that enroll students at any time 

during the academic year. For example, a cosmetology school or a word processing school might allow students to enroll and begin studies 

at various times, with no requirement that classes begin on a certain date. 

Cooperative education program: A program that provides for alternate class attendance and employment in business, industry, or 

government. 

Cooperative housing: College-owned, -operated, or -affiliated housing in which students share room and board expenses and participate in 

household chores to reduce living expenses. 

*Counseling service: Activities designed to assist students in making plans and decisions related to their education, career, or personal 

development. 

Credit: Recognition of attendance or performance in an instructional activity (course or program) that can be applied by a recipient toward 

the requirements for a degree, diploma, certificate, or recognized postsecondary credential. 

Credit course: A course that, if successfully completed, can be applied toward the number of courses required for achieving a degree, 

diploma, certificate, or other recognized postsecondary credential. 

Credit hour: A unit of measure representing an hour (50 minutes) of instruction over a 15-week period in a semester or trimester system or 

a 10-week period in a quarter system. It is applied toward the total number of hours needed for completing the requirements of a degree, 

diploma, 
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Grade-point average (academic high school GPA): The sum of grade points a student has earned in secondary school divided by the 

number of courses taken. The most common system of assigning numbers to grades counts four points for an A, three points for a B, two 

points for a C, one point for a D, and no points for an E or F. Unweighted GPA’s assign the same weight to each course. Weighting gives 

students additional points for their grades in advanced or honors courses. 

Graduate student: A student who holds a bachelor’s or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post-baccalaureate level. 

*Health services: Free or low cost on-campus primary and preventive health care available to students. 

High school diploma or recognized equivalent: A document certifying the successful completion of a prescribed secondary school program 

of studies, or the attainment of satisfactory scores on the Tests of General Educational Development (GED), or another state-specified 

examination. 

Hispanic or Latino: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless 
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Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): Special consideration given in the admission process for affiliation with a certain 

church or faith/religion, commitment to a religious vocation, or observance of certain religious tenets/lifestyle.  

*Religious counseling: One-on-one or group counseling with trained professionals for students who want to explore religious problems or 

issues. 

*Remedial services: Instructional courses designed for students deficient in the general competencies necessary for a regular postsecondary 

curriculum and educational setting. 

Required fees: Fixed sum charged to students for items not covered by tuition and required of such a large proportion of all students that the 

student who does NOT pay is the exception. Do not include application fees or optional fees such as lab fees or parking fees.  

Room and board (charges)—on campus: Assume double occupancy in institutional housing and 19 meals per week (or maximum meal 

plan). 

Secondary school record (as admission factor): Information maintained by the secondary school that may include such things as the 

student’s high school transcript, class rank, GPA, and teacher and counselor recommendations. 

Semester calendar system: A calendar system that consists of two semesters during the academic year with about 16 weeks for each semester 

of instruction. There may be an additional summer session. 

Student-designed major: A program of study based on individual interests, designed with the assistance of an adviser. 

Study abroad: Any arrangement by which a student completes part of the college program studying in another country. Can be at a campus 

abroad or through a cooperative agreement with some other U.S. college or an institution of another country.  

*Summer session: A summer session is shorter than a regular semester and not considered part of the academic year. It is not the third term 

of an institution operating on a trimester system or the fourth term of an institution operating on a quarter calendar system. The institution 

may have 2 or more sessions occurring in the summer months. Some schools, such as vocational and beauty schools, have year-round classes 

with no separate summer session. 

Talent/ability (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students with demonstrated talent/abilities in areas of interest to the 

institution (e.g., sports, the arts, languages, etc.). 

Teacher certification program: Program designed to prepare students to meet the requirements for certification as teachers in elementary, 

middle/junior high, and secondary schools. 

Transfer applicant: An individual who has fulfilled the institution’s requirements to be considered for admission (including payment or 

waiving of the application fee, if any) and who has previously attended another college or university and earned college-level credit.  

 

Transfer student: A student entering the institution for the first time but known to have previously attended a postsecondary institution at 

the same level (e.g., undergraduate). The student may transfer with or without credit. 

Transportation (costs): Assume two round trips to student’s hometown per year for students in institutional housing or daily travel to and 

from your institution for commuter students. 

Trimester calendar system: An academic year consisting of 3 terms of about 15 weeks each. 

Tuition: Amount of money charged to students for instructional services. Tuition may be charged per term, per course, or per credit.  

 

*Tutoring: May range from one
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Volunteer work (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students for activity done on a volunteer basis (e.g., tutoring, hospital 

care, working with the elderly or disabled) as a service to the community or the public in general. 

Wait list: List of students who meet the admission requirements but will only be offered a place in the class if space becomes available.  

Weekend college: A program that allows students to take a complete course of study and attend classes only on weekends.  

White: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa. 

*Women’s center: Center with programs, academic activities, and/or services intended to promote an understanding of the evolving roles 

of women. 

Work experience (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students who have been employed prior to application, whether for 

relevance to major, demonstration of employment-related skills, or as explanation of student’s academic and extracurricular record. 

 

 

Financial Aid Definitions 
 
External scholarships and grants: Scholarships and grants received from outside (private) sources that students bring with them (e.g., 

Kiwanis, National Merit scholarships). The institution may process paperwork to receive the dollars, but it has no role in determining the 

recipient or the dollar amount awarded. 

 

Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of the institutionally required financial aid applications/forms, such as the 

FAFSA.  

 

Indebtedness: Aggregate dollar amount borrowed through any loan program (federal, state, subsidized, unsubsidized, private, etc.; excluding 

parent loans) while the student was enrolled at an institution. Student loans co-signed by a parent are assumed to be the responsibility of the 

student and should be included. 

 

Institutional scholarships and grants: Endowed scholarships, annual gifts and tuition funded grants for which the institution determines 

the recipient. 

 

Financial need: As determined by your institution using the federal methodology and/or your institution's own standards.  

 

Need-based aid: College-funded or college-administered award from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a student must 

have financial need to qualify. This includes both institutional and non-institutional student aid (grants, jobs, and loans). 

 

Need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a student must 

have financial need to qualify. 

 

Need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a student must demonstrate financial 

need to qualify. 

 

Non-need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants, gifts, or merit-based aid from institutional, state, federal, or other 

sources (including unrestricted funds or gifts and endowment income) awarded solely on the basis of academic achievement, merit, or any 

other non-need-based reason. When reporting questions H1 and H2, non-need-
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